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Stroud CAMRA
Minutes 13th July 2022

Attendance & Apologies
Attendees: Bob Brooks, Bob Fletcher, Tony Hill, Bob Jeffrey, Andy Long, Tim Mars
Apologies: Andy Stayte, Nick Bishop, Philip Burton
Minutes of the Last Meeting/Matters Arising
The minutes of the June meeting were accepted with no changes.
Officers Briefings 
Chair’s Report
Pub Surveys
Since the last meeting four pub surveys have been completed:
	Date
	Day
	Establishment
	Location
	Surveyors

	26/06/2022
	Sunday
	The Globe 
	Stonehouse
	Tony Hill

	28/06/2022
	Tuesday
	Old Lodge
	Minchinhampton
	CAMRA Social

	02/07/2022
	Saturday
	The Throat
	Ruscombe
	Tony Hill/George Hill

	06/07/2022
	Wednesday
	Clothiers Arms
	Stroud
	Tony Hill/Tim Mars/Philip Burton



Following discussion on pub survey progress at the last meeting the Chair summarised where we are.  This data is not inferring that Stroud is not updating our pub data because there are two dates on each entry in WhatPub:
· One is the survey date when every aspect/criteria is validated and all content updated with new photos/description
· The other is the update date when one or more changes are made to content but only what is known to be wrong is changed
Of seventy-seven pubs:
· Four still have survey dates over 10 years old
· Twenty-seven still have survey dates over 5 years old
· Thirty-four still have survey dates over 2 years old
Focus is clearly on the longest outstanding survey dates.  Significant progress has been made with over 30 full surveys carried out over the previous 2 years when Covid allowed.  All of these resulted in reports posted to our Facebook page and shared with Gloucestershire CAMRA and Gloucestershire Pubs Facebook pages too, providing good publicity for us and our pubs.
Gloucestershire Branch meeting items of interest:
Odin’s Vision is a new micropub in Gloucester near the Turks Head.  This new venture combines with an existing retail operation selling clothing and other Viking related artefacts.  Note no real ale.
Branch account stands at £863.
Andy Frape was not able to attend the regional meeting.  The regional finalists for POTY were obtained by text from the Regional Director by Richard Holt, branch secretary.  Finalists are down to 3 with the winner to be announced next regional meeting.  Those still in the running are: REDACTED FOR PUBLIC RECORD
Severn Brewing has now gone, with the plant in storage.  Severn beers are expected to be contract brewed soon.  The brewery may phoenix from the ashes at some point, if suitable premises can be found.
Clavell and Hind has been sold and is understood to be running with only 2 regular beers now, Wicked Lady and Rookwood.  The rest of the existing beers are expected to be brewed to as seasonal or specials.
June Stroud CAMRA Social - The Old Lodge, Minchinhampton
Social happened and report was posted on the Facebook page and WhatsApp group:
Yesterday evening a small contingent of Stroud CAMRA members enjoyed a few pints in the Old Lodge Minchinhampton.
The Old Lodge is unashamedly a food led establishment but does have 4 real ales, 2 local and 2 regional. On a warm sunny day you will struggle to find a better location for alfresco drinking but sadly on this occasion the weather was not conducive.
A lovely walk can be had up from Stroud through Rodborough past the fort and along the escarpment with great views across to the river Severn. Three of those attending did battle the wind and walk.
Whilst there I took the opportunity to do a full survey, WhatPub fully updated:
http://whatpub.com/.../GLO/0342/old-lodge-inn-minchinhampton
The chair concluded asking:
· Members who had agreed to do Summer Gold Cards to keep Phil Burton/other officers updated with progress.
· Members who had agreed to distribute tipplers to keep Phil Burton/other officers updated with progress.
Pubs Officer’s Report
Tim provided an overview on the 2023 GBG proofs which have been reviewed and changes fed back to Branch and Regional Director. Tim outlined some of the changes with a comment that previous good work meant that there were fewer than normal.  One issue he noted was the map where text for the town Minchinhampton overlapped some of the other map content.  He also raised the issue of outdated description of a Bath GBG pub where some of the data had been erroneous for some years (Gravity dispense in the Star). The Regional Director has taken this up with the relevant branch.
Tim then provided a summary of the POTY presentation where we had great commitment and coverage from the Stroud Times (Matt Bigwood).  Matt came – orchestrated and took photos for the publication and interviewed Stroud CAMRA chair, pubs officer and Lottie and Miles of the Prince Albert and wrote the article himself publishing it the same evening on the Web.  This was followed 2 weeks later in the print edition on the front page.  All in all, a great result.
Tim also shared the work he had done using Bill Hicks’s photos and supplying his own copy for the News & Journal.  This has also been published on line and in print, with a taster on the front page.
Secretary’s Report
Secretary not in attendance, see apologies.
Stroud Pub, Cider Pub and Club of the Year Presentations
We completed our POTY presentation, with a good turnout and got great coverage from The Stroud Times – Front Page news no less.  Stroud News due to cover as well (see Pubs officer report)
Regarding the Cider POTY, Tim to contact The Crown.
ACTION: Tim Mars
Regarding the Club of the year Tim to contact the Chalford Sports and Social Club.
ACTION: Tim Mars
Summer Gold Cards Progress
Data was not available (with the secretary) but those involved were asked to progress with all possible speed.
Stroud CAMRA Website
The future of the Stroud CAMRA Website was discussed with the current webmaster, Bob Jeffrey wishing to pass the baton on.  The domain is supplied for and paid for by CAMRA central (https://stroud.camra.org.uk/) so Stroud does not have any admin or costs associated with this.  Bob made the point that if it was handed over, he was happy for it to go as is, for changes by the new webmaster or a complete rewrite.  Phil Burton had expressed an interest in taking it on but felt that some changes needed to be made to make the website self-update to an extent before any he was happy to do the day-to-day updates.  Tim proposed having a window on the front page of the website populated by current Facebook content.  People in committee felt this was a good idea but Bob Jeffrey felt that this change was beyond his skills.  He did say that the setting up of the website was assisted by a friend/relative in the trade and he would be happy to put this person in contact with Phil Burton to discuss the art of the possible.
ACTION: Phil Burton/Bob Jeffrey
Stroud Ale Trail
Bobs motion for the creation of a Stroud Ale trail was discussed.  General feeling was that it would be good and allow the publicising of Stroud Pubs and CAMRA.  Further discussion surmised that the amount of work needed would require a sub-committee and subcommittee team leader.  Those in the room felt that their existing CAMRA duties meant that we should be looking for someone outside of those assembled.  Chair agreed to draft a communication for posting on the Facebook page and the WhatsApp group to canvas further input and ask if anyone wanted to lead or get involved.
ACTION: Tony Hill


Special Interest Visits/Social
a.	Cider Making (Bob Jeffrey)
Bob outlined a meeting that took place between himself and a one-man cider producer (formerly a larger producer) who is based in Slad and would be happy to give a talk to interested parties.  Bob felt that October was the right time of year in the cider production calendar for this to take place.  There was interest in the room for this and Bob agreed to discuss with the cider maker.
ACTION: Bob Jeffrey

b.	Woolpack, new extension, cellar and CaskWidge system (Tim Mars)
While waiting for the Butchers Arms to re-open for a Gold Card survey in May, Bob Jeffrey, Andy Stayte and Tim Mars admired the beautifully built and furnished extension to the right-hand end room at the Woolpack in Slad. The owner, Dan Chadwick, was present and they were treated to a tour of the greatly enlarged kitchen and new, separate, temperature-controlled (12.5ºC) cask ale cellar. The casks sit upright on the floor and beer is dispensed using the CaskWidge system.
https://caskwidge.com/CaskWidge/Overview
Dan explained the reasons for adopting this system, which is endorsed by Young’s, Wetherspoon, Marston’s and other PubCos, but also by brewers like Adnams, Osset, Wadworth and Weetwood.
Tim proposed approaching Dan Chadwick for a tour of the new extension at the pub, including a cellar tour and explanation of the rationale for adopting the CaskWidge system at the Woolpack.
ACTION: Tim Mars
c.	July Social (Tony Hill)
This months social has been launched (Tuesday 26th July) and is not the expected venue sadly.  The Lamb was not approved by committee but was last surveyed in Dec 2012 has real ale, is geographically distant from the last social and is welcoming us.  Chair was not able to contact the Fostons Ash despite trying but will try for a future social:
https://www.facebook.com/events/615636046409483?ref=newsfeed
Any Other Business
None
Date and time of the next meeting
7:30pm Wednesday 10th August at the Ale House.
chair@stroud.camra.org.uk
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