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Stroud CAMRA
Minutes 12th April 2023

Attendance & Apologies
Attendees: Bob Blenkinsopp, Bob Brooks, Andy Burston, Bob Fletcher, Tony Hill, Andy Long, John McMahon, Tim Mars.

Apologies: Nick Bishop, George Hill, Andy Stayte, Richard Taylor.

Minutes of the Last Meeting/Action Updates/Matters Arising
Review/Accept March’s Minutes
The minutes covering March’s meeting were accepted.
a. Action Updates
	Reference
	Description
	Actionee
	Status

	March/#1
	Discuss funding for Ale Trail with Stroud Valley Project
	Tony
	Closed (see Chairs report)

	March/#2
	Ale trail Tippler article, add to agenda
	Tony
	Closed (see item 8)

	March/#3
	Cheltenham visit hosted by Bob J
	Tony
	Ongoing (

	March/#4
	Awards dates set
	Phil/Tim
	Closed (see item 4)

	March/#5
	Future socials
	Bob F
	Ongoing

	March/#6
	Action update table
	Tony
	Closed (this table)

	March/#7
	Add Tippler circulation, April agenda
	Tony
	Closed (see item 9)



b. Cheltenham Visit
Bob Fletcher agreed to liaise with Bob Jeffries about a suitable date for a social visit to Cheltenham.
ACTION: Bob Fletcher
Officers Briefings (as applicable)
1. [bookmark: _Hlk108336065]Chairs Report 
The Carpenters Arms, Westrip has now won Gloucestershire Cider Pub of the Year and the receipt of this award will be at the same event as them receiving the Stroud cider pub of year (see award dates agenda item below).
The Gloucestershire Branch meeting was held on 14th of March which unfortunately fell after our meeting.  The following items were noted as of interest to Stroud:


Cirencester Sub-branch Update
Their sub branch AGM was held on 14th February at Corinium Ales Brewery. The Officers remain as before with Patrick Mills as Chairman, James Brown as Pubs Officer and Rob Tough as Secretary.
Socials
They are repeating their socials format from last year where they alternate monthly socials as a Cirencester pub crawl with visits further afield, where possible on public transport.
Pubs
The Hop Kettle in Cirencester were really pleased to receive their POTY award.
The lease is still for sale on The Bell at Avening although the Landlord continues to run it with the Indian restaurant running from the kitchen.
The Twelve Bells in Cirencester is up for sale for £750k.
The Plough Inn at Stratton, owned by Arkells, is under new management and has been refurbished.
The Wheatsheaf remains closed awaiting a new tenant.
The Tunnel House remains closed, planning was refused for camping pods.
The Wild Duck at Ewen is still closed and all construction work is stopped, apparently due to planning issues that arose under the ownership of The Lucky Onion Group.
The Drillmans Arms in Stratton is now operating and being managed by the grandson of the previous Landlady following her death.
The Marlborough Arms in Cirencester recently served eight Arbor Ales (two on keg) and two ales from elsewhere. They are also holding a beer festival over the Easter weekend.
Following a number of emails from CAMRA national about The Red Lion at Ampney St Peter, the current owners who are now living in the premises, but contact has been made to find out the current situation with their local Lib Dem Councillor is taking this up with the Planners.
Dursley & District Sub-Branch Update- March 2023
The Fox and Maple (formerly the Buthay) in Wickwar is to remain open. Stonegate are updating the kitchen and removing the asbestos and have agreed terms with the current pub management to keep it a going concern.
The Royal Oak in Wotton-under-Edge, has a new tenant and they await developments.
Planning permission has been granted to build 6 new houses in the car park of the Boar’s Head in Berkeley.
POTY presentation was held at the Old Spot on 1st February, and the Cider Pub of the Year presentation to the Salutation Inn on the 28th March.


Uley Brewery has launched a new beer, Hussar, in collaboration with the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars on 27th March. It is a 4.2% golden beer made with English hops and will have exotic aromas and the long Uley finish.
.
Forest of Dean Sub-branch Update
The Forest of Dean Branch have been meeting most Thursdays in local pubs and hopefully some of the pubs will be contenders for the next GBG.
In the last year there have been 5 pubs either re-opening or undergoing significant refurbishments. None have closed.
Their PoTY is the Dog House Micro Pub in Coleford and the presentation took place on Tuesday 7th March.
The sub branch has a self-funded news sheet called "The Dean Drinker". It will be distributed with the Spring Tippler. 
There have been FoD CAMRA trips to various beer festivals. The queue at the Burton on Trent Beer Festival was so lengthy, it was decided to frequent the pubs instead.
Pub Scoring - The basic rundown:
36 pubs assessed. Of which:
Cirencester 6
Dursley 3
Forest of Dean 7
Gloucester 13
Stroud 7

47 Breweries - 64 Beers
32 Contributors
No rating of 5, but 6 beers scored 4.5. The Linden Tree in Gloucester was singled out as being poor - score 1. Comment - "why is this in the GBG?"
Quality of beer throughout the selection is generally very good / good.
No clear pattern in determining the very best pubs.
Gloucester Branch
Gloucestershire Region is the worst in the Country for responding to the annual invites, regarding the nominations for our best beers to go forward to the Great British Beer Festival in August. Only 3% bother to vote. Some of the breweries aren't happy, as they are missing out on a chance to improve their profile with wider, national audience.
A Branch Clubs Officer is a role that needs filling; Andy Frape is happy to wander around visiting new places, unless a volunteer can be found. An agenda item for our AGM? Action RH.
A Brewery Liaison Officer is still required for both the Lydbrook and Two Tinkers (Aylburton) breweries in the Forest.
Treasurer’s Update
Bank balance £1,253.75 GBGs invoice paid nearly all monies in. Accounting year falling back in line with pre-covid system. Nearly £200k submitted back to HQ by Gloucestershire branch since records began. Given this scenario funding of a Stroud Valleys Ale Trail will not be feasible.
Membership Secretary’s Update
The membership is as follows:
Gloucester 440 +2
Stroud 165 -3
Dursley 182 -3
Forest 105 +1
Cirencester 115 +2
Others 18
TOTAL 1025
New members /members who have moved into the area have been added to the lists issued to the sub-branches.
AGM
Will be on Tuesday 25th April 7.30pm at the Fountain Inn, Gloucester. Long Room (Upstairs) No food will be provided.
[bookmark: _Hlk121935134]Pubs Officer’s Report

The Stroud Civic Society is against the proposals to demolish The Market Tavern to replace it with a plaza. The Society feels the building could be reopened as a pub. More information is available on the Stroud CAMRA’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/StroudCAMRA

It was agreed Andy Burston, when delivering Tippler in the Woodchester area, would check on
the status of The Ram
Action: Andy Burston
Secretary’s Report
The revised distribution list for The Tippler was agreed. Thanks was expressed to Bob Fletcher for proposing the changes.
Bar one pub, all the spring Gold Card assessments had been completed.
As much as Andy Stayte has tried to remove the footnote entry on the Home page of the web site that causes confusion- it suggests people need to log on to access the web site- he has not been successful.



Pubs Data Officer’s Report
A Pubzilla training session with Tony to be arranged.
Action. Andy Burston/Tony Hill
Award ceremonies
POTY award is set for 16th April 14:30 @Prince Albert.  Members will be e mailed using the comms tool.
	Action; Tony Hill
Liaison with the local press and Bill Hicks for pictures will be done by Tim 
Action Tim Mars
C-POTY award is set for Saturday 13th May at 17:00.
COTY award is set for Sunday 2nd July at 14:30.

Spring Gold Card Progress/Summer Gold Card Allocation

Some of the pubs to be assessed for the Summer Gold Card were agreed with the remaining to be decided at the next meeting.
	Action: Agenda
Ale Trail
Bob Fletcher agreed to coordinate a date when one of the Ale Trails would be covered and written up for the next edition of The Tippler.
	Action: Bob Fletcher
GBG entries 2024
The agreed Gloucestershire Branch entries for the Good Beer Guide 2024 is as follows:
	Location
	Pub

	Amberley
	Black Horse

	Avening
	Bell

	Blaisdon
	Red Hart

	Blakeney
	Cock Inn

	Brimscombe
	Ship Inn

	Charfield
	Plough Inn

	Churchdown
	Old Elm Inn

	Cirencester
	Drillman's Arms

	Cirencester
	Hop Kettle

	Cirencester
	Marlborough Arms

	Cirencester
	Twelve Bells

	Coaley
	Old Fox

	Coleford
	Dog House Micro Pub

	Cromhall
	Royal Oak

	Drybrook
	Hearts of Oak

	Dursley
	New Inn

	Dursley
	Old Spot Inn

	Frampton Mansell
	Crown Inn

	Frampton-on-Severn
	Three Horseshoes

	Gloucester
	Angie's

	Gloucester
	Brewhouse & Kitchen (Gloucester Quays)

	Gloucester
	Fountain Inn

	Gloucester
	Linden Tree

	Gloucester
	Pelican Inn

	Gloucester
	Tank

	Gloucester
	Turks Head Inn

	Ham
	Salutation Inn

	Hawkesbury Upton
	Beaufort Arms

	Hillesley
	Fleece Inn

	Horsley
	Hog

	Littledean
	Littledean House Hotel

	Lydbrook
	Forge Hammer

	Slad
	Woolpack

	Stroud
	Ale House

	Stroud
	Crown & Sceptre

	Stroud
	Lord John

	Stroud
	Prince Albert

	Tetbury
	Royal Oak

	Thrupp
	Stroud Brewery Tap

	Upper Soudley
	White Horse Inn

	Westbury-on-Severn
	Lyon Inn

	Wotton-under-Edge
	Falcon Steakhouse


[bookmark: _Hlk113469944]
Any Other Business
There were no items any other business.
Date and time of the next meeting
Wednesday 12th April 2023 chair@stroud.camra.org.uk
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